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About the Conference

Conference Goals
• Develop and enhance techniques for providing expert testimony
• Improve your confidence in court

• Educate delegates about the technical requirements of the law
• Provide insight on how to handle difficult counsel
• Provide strategies for court preparation

• Help delegates become more effective witnesses

Who Should Attend
This conference will be of interest to all experts, health care

professionals and those who may be called to testify, regardless of

the level of experience.

Continuing Education Credits
Conference attendance certificates will be provided. Registrants are
encouraged to review self-assessment guidelines issued by their
professional college or association for continuing education credits,
or contact their professional college or association for further
information.

Registration fees are donated entirely to:
Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital and Sick Kids Hospital

Personal Injury Alliance
Three of Canada’s top ranked personal injury law
firms, sharing one common goal; to restore the lives
of accident victims with dignity and compassion.

The law firms of the Personal Injury Alliance

practice with compassion and dedication to

ensure financial security for their clients’

futures.

The Personal Injury Alliance firms all have

extraordinary trial records. Each firm has

the resources and experience needed to

take the most serious cases to trial, rather

than backing down to the insurance

companies by settling for anything less

than fair compensation.

Accident victims often have nowhere to

turn for advice regarding how to secure

quality legal representation. Trying to

properly assess a firm’s competence,

history, skills, and experience can be

overwhelming. By contacting the Personal

Injury Alliance and retaining a lawyer from

one of the three Alliance firms, clients can

feel confident that they are choosing a firm

that has an established history of success.

For more information call 1-855-4-PIA-LAW

or visit www.pialaw.ca



7:30 Registration and Breakfast

8:30 Welcome and Introduction 
Co-chairs: Richard Halpern, John McLeish and
James Vigmond

8:40 Writing an Effective Report   
Adam Little
· Structure of the report: What should it look

like?

· Use of legal terms and understanding causation

9:05 Effective Expert Evidence: A View from the
Bench 
The Honourable Justice Darla Wilson
· The implications of Rule 53

· The importance of the treating health care

professional

9:30 5 Tips to Being a Great Expert Witness 
Sloan Mandel
· Having your opinion accepted by the court has

a bearing on your integrity

· 5 ways to help ensure your views prevail, while

respecting your obligations and duties as an

expert witness

9:55 Evidence of Treating Professionals: The
Implications of Westerhoff 
Rikin Morzaria
· Admissibility of opinions of the treating health

care professional

· Why reports are better for the patient than

clinical notes and records

10:15 Refreshment BreakA
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time of printing but

are subject 

to change.

10:45 The Importance of
Comprehensive Notes and
Records 
Ryan Murray
· How good records help both

patient care and the litigation

process

· How good records help protect

your opinion from scrutiny

11:00 Trial Dynamics: The Good, the
Bad and the Ugly 
Roger Oatley
· The music is more important

than the words

· It’s about communicating

11:30 Numbers don’t Lie (Do They?)  
Dale Orlando
· Taking the mystery out of math

· The effects of living longer and

working older

12:00 Lunch

1:15 Trial Demonstration 
Moderator: Wendy Moore Mandel
Participants: Craig Brown, Patrick
Brown, Brian Cameron,  Jamie
Catania, Troy Lehman, Ellen
Lipkus
· Witness an engineer and life

care planning expert testify in a

mock trial

· Real experts will be examined in

chief and cross-examined on

issues that arise in the

courtroom

· Lawyers on both sides will test

the expert on some discrete

issues arising from their reports

2:30 Refreshment Break

3:00 Demonstrative Evidence and the
Use of Technology in the Courtroom 
Darcy Merkur
· Discover the importance of models,

charts and other demonstrative tools

· Learn how these aids to testimony

can make your evidence easier to

understand and more persuasive

3:30 Ask the Experts 
Moderator: James Vigmond
Panel: The Honourable Justice Tom
McEwen,  Richard Halpern, John
McLeish
Your questions answered.

4:15 Cocktail Reception



About the 
Faculty
CRAIG BROWN was called to the Bar in 1980. He has
practiced with Thomson, Rogers for over 30 years and is
certified by the Law Society of Upper Canada as a
specialist in Civil Litigation. Craig is listed in “Best Lawyers
in Canada” and is one of Lexpert’s “Leading Civil Litigation
Practitioners.”
Since 1990, Craig has restricted his practice to acting for
plaintiffs in serious personal injury claims, class actions
and medical malpractice claims. He has over 50 reported
Court and Tribunal decisions and has tried numerous jury
actions over the past three decades.

PATRICK BROWN is a partner at McLeish Orlando and has
been practicing personal injury for over 20 years. He is a
past president of the Ontario Trial Lawyers Association and
was awarded the Distinguished Service Award. He
currently is the Chair of the Ontario Bar Associations
Insurance Law Section. He is a Certified Litigation
Specialist by the Law Society of Upper Canada and has
been selected by peers to be included in Best Lawyers in
Canada.

BRIAN CAMERON completed his LLB at Western
University and was called to the Bar in 2001. He joined
Oatley Vigmond in 1999 and became a partner in 2008.
Brian represents people who have sustained serious
injuries and the families of those who have died. His
practice focuses on resolving claims arising from motor
vehicle collisions, boating injuries, occupiers’ liability
claims and product liability issues.

JAMIE CATANIA is a Vice President at Giffin Koerth
Forensic Engineering and leads the Collision
Reconstruction & Personal Injury Group. He has
specialized in the study of collisions and mechanical
failures for 20 years, has been the principal engineer in
over 2000 investigations, and is qualified to perform all
aspects of collision reconstruction. Jamie is frequently
invited by the legal and insurance communities to provide
his perspective on matters within his field, and takes an
active role in guiding the practice of forensic engineering
in his professional community. He has been qualified on
numerous occasions as an expert in various levels of the
court system in Ontario and British Columbia for both
plaintiff and defence.

RICHARD HALPERN was admitted to the Law Society of
Upper Canada in 1984 and has practiced law with
Thomson, Rogers since his call to the Bar.  
Richard’s practice concentrates on serious injury cases
arising from medical malpractice and motor vehicle
accidents.  Richard has extensive experience in complex
medical malpractice cases, particularly those involving
birth trauma.
Richard is a member of The Holland Group; a group that
promotes reforms in medical malpractice aimed at
increasing access to justice and timely and equitable
resolutions of medical malpractice claims. 

TROY LEHMAN is a graduate of the University of
Western Ontario law school. Troy was called to the Bar
in 2001. He received the highest mark on the Bar
admission course from Western University. Troy joined
Oatley Vigmond in 2006 and became partner in 2010.

ELLEN LIPKUS is an occupational therapist, case
manager, canadian certified life care planner (CCLCP)
and clinical manager with Rehabilitation Management
Inc. (RMI).  Since 1989, Ellen’s clinical work experience
has involved individuals living with traumatic brain
injury, spinal cord injury, orthopaedic injuries, and
chronic pain, in both hospital and community-based
settings.  She has been a guest lecturer at the University
of Toronto, co-presented at Rehabilitation and Life Care
Planning Symposium and co-authored Paediatric Life
Care Planning…Here’s what lawyers need to know for The
Litigator magazine.  She has been qualified as an expert
in Ontario courts numerous times.

ADAM LITTLE is a partner at Oatley Vigmond. Adam
believes that achieving exceptional results in personal
injury claims requires creativity, dedication,
perseverance, and hard work. He strives to apply those
qualities on behalf of all his clients.
A graduate of Queen’s University Faculty of Law (2000)
and the University of Toronto (1996), Adam was called
to the Bar in 2002. Since that time, Adam has dedicated
his practice to obtaining compensation for motor
vehicle accidents, medical negligence, occupiers’
liability claims and other insurance disputes.

SLOAN MANDEL was admitted to the Law Society of
Upper Canada in 1996 and is certified by the LSUC as a
specialist in Civil Litigation.  Sloan is a partner at
Thomson, Rogers.  He attended Cornell University,
graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1994, and
was called to the Bar in 1996.  His practice focuses
exclusively on Personal Injury and Medical Malpractice
litigation on behalf of plaintiffs. Sloan’s peers have
identified him as a “leading practitioner” in the area of
Personal Injury Litigation and he is listed in The Best
Lawyers in Canada publication. 

THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE THOMAS MCEWEN was
appointed to the Superior Court of Ontario in June
2009.  Prior to his appointment, he practiced in the area
of civil litigation.  His practice focused on major tort
litigation, including personal injury, medical
malpractice, professional liability, products liability, class
actions, sexual abuse and insurance coverage.  While a
practicing lawyer, Justice McEwen was listed in a
number of peer review publications including
Martindale-Hubbell, Best Lawyers in Canada, and
Lexpert.  He sits as a Justice in Toronto.

JOHN MCLEISH is a founding partner of McLeish
Orlando LLP. His practice is devoted to representing
individuals and their families who have suffered losses
through a serious or catastrophic personal injury or the
death of a loved one. John has recovered the largest
personal injury damages award in Canada – an $18.4
million award for a young brain injured girl and her
family against a negligent driver, an insurance
company, and the Ministry of Transportation. John is a
Certified Litigation Specialist by the Law Society of

Upper Canada and was recently named Toronto's
2013 Lawyer of the Year in Personal Injury Litigation
by Best Lawyers in Canada. He has been included in
a number of peer review publications such as
Martindale-Hubbell and Lexpert. 

DARCY MERKUR is a lawyer with Thomson, Rogers.
In addition to being certified by the Law Society of
Upper Canada as a specialist in Civil Litigation,
Darcy has been repeatedly recognized by his peers
in the Lexpert Directory and Best Lawyers in Canada
in personal injury litigation. Additionally, Darcy was
the proud recipient of the 2011 Dean Edgell Award,
presented by the Ontario Trial Lawyers Association
for his significant contribution and excellence in
legal writing, continuing legal education, and
leadership activities. His reputation as a leader in
the personal injury field was recently acknowledged
in a Toronto Sun article on auto insurance where
Darcy was referred to as "one of the province's
leading personal injury lawyers.”

WENDY MOORE MANDEL is a gold medalist from
the University of Western Ontario and graduated
from Queen’s University Faculty of Law in 1993. She
was called to the Ontario Bar in 1995. She is a
partner at Thomson, Rogers. Her practice is
exclusively personal injury and medical malpractice
cases, acting on behalf of seriously injured people
and their families. 
Wendy is a past Director of the Ontario Trial Lawyers
Association (OTLA) and is a member of the Law
Society of Upper Canada’s Justicia Project, the
Advocates’ Society, the Canadian Bar Association,
and the Metropolitan Toronto Lawyers Association.

RIKIN MOZARIA is a partner with McLeish Orlando
LLP in Toronto.  He has dedicated his legal career to
serious personal injury and wrongful death cases,
including medical malpractice, disability insurance,
and products liability cases. Rikin is the past chair of
the New Lawyers Division of the Ontario Trial
Lawyers Association and is a Director of the Ontario
Trial Lawyers Association.  He has been a Director
and Secretary of the Board of the Canadian Lawyers
for International Human Rights (CLAIHR) since 2003.

RYAN MURRAY is a partner at Oatley Vigmond. He
joined the firm in 2006, shortly after he was called to
the Bar in 2005.  Ryan holds an Honours B.A. from
York University, as well as a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.)
and a Master of Laws (LL.M) in Civil Litigation and
Dispute Resolution from Osgoode Hall Law School.

ROGER OATLEY is a certified civil litigation
specialist restricting his practice to serious personal
injuries. He has been a frequent speaker at
continuing education programs in Canada and the
United States, including the Law Society of Upper
Canada, the Canadian Bar Association, the Canadian
Trial Lawyers Association, the Ontario Trial Lawyers
Association, the Advocates' Society, and the
American Association for Justice. 
Roger is a past President of the Advocates' Society, a
past Director of the Ontario Trial Lawyers
Association, a Fellow of the American College of

Trial Lawyers and a Fellow of the Trial Lawyers of
America. In April 2011, Canadian Lawyer
magazine acknowledged Roger's firm, Oatley
Vigmond, as one of the top personal injury
boutiques in Canada. In May of 2013, the Ontario
Bar Association presented Roger with the Award
of Excellence in Insurance Law.

DALE ORLANDO is one of the founding partners
of McLeish Orlando. He practices exclusively in
the area of plaintiff’s personal injury litigation
and has represented catastrophically injured
people and their family members throughout
Ontario. McLeish Orlando was recently
recognized by Canadian Lawyer magazine as one
of Canada’s top five personal injury law firms.
Dale is a Past President of the Ontario Trial
Lawyers Association and has been selected by
peers for inclusion in Best Lawyers in Canada
registry.  Dale is frequently asked to chair and
lecture at continuing legal education programs,
numerous law schools in Ontario and community
hospitals and legal clinics.

JAMES VIGMOND is the former president of the
Ontario Trial Lawyers Association, and continues
to be a leading figure of Ontario’s personal injury
trial bar.  At Oatley, Vigmond, Jim leads a team of
lawyers and support staff with broad expertise in
spinal cord, brain injury and serious orthopedic
cases. Jim designed the course ‘Personal Injury
Advocacy’ which he teaches at Queen’s
University Law School. His students have twice
given him the Teaching Excellence Award.  He
has been voted by his peers as among The Best
Lawyers in Canada annually from 2006 to 2014, is
a Certified Litigation Specialist by the Law
Society of Upper Canada, a Fellow of the
Litigation Counsel of America and a Fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers. For Jim, the
clients’ right to fair compensation is the pillar of
his deep commitment to improving the lives of
injured persons and their families.

THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE DARLA WILSON
received a Bachelor of Arts from Queen’s
University in 1981, and a Bachelor of Laws from
Queen’s University in 1984. She was admitted to
the Bar of Ontario in 1986. Madam Justice Wilson,
was previously a partner with Lawson McGrenere
LLP where she practiced exclusively in the area of
civil litigation. She carried on her practice
throughout Ontario defending hospitals and
other health care facilities on negligence claims,
general insurance defence work including
occupier’s liability, motor vehicle and municipal
negligence claims, as well as representing
plaintiffs in personal injury claims. Madam Justice
Wilson was an instructor in trial advocacy at the
University of Toronto Law School, as well as a
Director of Advocates’ Society and a member of
the Board of Directors of the Medico-Legal
Society. In December 2007, she was appointed to
the Superior Court of Justice in Toronto. Madam
Justice Wilson is an avid runner, and completed
the Boston Marathon in 2010.



REGISTRATION

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Position _______________________________________________________________________________

Organization ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________________________________

Province ________________________________________ Postal Code ____________________________

Phone ________________________________________   Fax ____________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for $__________________________ 

Please make your cheque payable to McLeish Orlando LLP in Trust.  Return your
registration form and cheque to: Nikaela Macaalay at McLeish Orlando, 
One Queen St. E., Suite 1620, Box 76, Toronto, Ontario M5C 2W5.
Registration is not complete until payment is received. A confirmation of registration will be
sent to all attendees. If you do not receive a confirmation of registration, you are not
registered for the conference.

For further information, call Nikaela Macaalay of McLeish Orlando at 416-366-3311, or email
rsvp@mcleishorlando.com.

Register online at www.oatleyvigmond.com 
or complete the form below.

CONFERENCE COST
Early Bird Registration: 
$175 until July 31st.

Regular: $225

Conference materials, breakfast buffet,
refreshments, and luncheon are provided
compliments of the conference sponsors.
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The proceeds from this conference will be shared between 
Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital and Sick Kids Hospital.
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